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PREFACE. 


\ * HOE VER dete be has made a_ 
diſcovery, feels naturally a deſire to make 
it known; ſome are induced to publiſh it 5 
through the hopes of gain, ſome to be pro- 
moted i in their profeſſion, and ſome through _ 
vanity. The Author of the following Tract 
has certainly not the inducement of either 
of the two tormer, and he hopes he is actu- 
ated by a better motive than the latter. In 5 
ſearching for the grounds of Mr. FLEM- 
ines conjectures reſpecting the downfall 
: of the French monarchy, and the pouring 
out the fifth vial upon the ſeat of the beaſt, by 
he has been forcibly ſtruck by the ſtrong | 
reſemblance which the events foretold by 
Daniel and St. John | bear to the tranſactions 
| of the preſent times. He has attempted, Es 
more than once, to excite an enquiry, among 
Rs learned x men, into the ſubject, as s he wilhed > 
„CC e 
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PREFACE: 


it to have been taken up by a more able 

hand; but the ſubject is obſolete; his hints 
in the Papers have been unnoticed, and the 
| learned world turns a deaf ear to ſuch opi- 


nions : yet thoſe opinions, if right, are of 
the greateſt conſequence; if erroneous, let 


them be conſfuted. His utmoſt pretenſions 


are that they carry with them evident marks 


of probability; a number of circumſtances 


conſpire to make the preſumption ſtrong; ö 


time only can adduce the proof. The in- 


veſtigation itſelf may be found profitable; 
che ſcriptures want only to be thoroughly 
known to be implicitly believed. That the 


ſafety, peace, and happineſs of theſe king- : 
doms depend upon that belief in the peo- 
ple, no one who has made ſuch inveſliga- 
tion can doubt of. Except the Lord keep . 


: the city, the watchman waketh but 1 IN vain, 


KD 1 
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DANIEL, Chapter vi. W 25. 
Avp Hz SHALL THINK | 10 ALTER "Tims 


AND Laws. 


: \ V II EN calamity and diſtreſs; much as 


the eyes of man have not ſeen for 


many years, are laying waſte the richeſt 
countries of Europe, It 18 natural to enquire 
into the cauſe from whence: they ſprang. 


The philoſopher, the ſtubbornneſs 


of infidelity, will no es aſſign natural 


1 5 for their riſe and progrels, but the 
| Chriſtian will look to another ſource; he 8 


| knows there is a God that judgeth the earth, 


* whoſe permiſſion only Princes reign and 1 | 
. e i 


3 


ſubjects are ſubdued to obedience. He is 
led of courſe to ſearch thoſe prophecies which 
God hath vouchſafed to reveal to man, and 
on the preſent occaſion, it is humbly pre- 
ſumed, he need not ſearch in vain. It is my 
deſign in this ſhort treatiſe to endeavour to 
ſhew how the prophecies of Daniel and St. 


John are applicable to the preſent times; 


the words endeavour to ſhew, I muſt repeat, f 
ſor I am ſenſible how liable I may be to err; 
that on ſuch myſterious ground we cannot 
e ſtep with too great caution, and never can 
advance with certainty. The perſevering 
diligence and ſagacity of Mr. Mede in ex- 
ploring a path) where no ſoot had preſumed 
to ſet a ſtep before, are beyond all praiſe, 
une entitled to the hi gheſt reſpect; but yet as 


man he was liable to error, and it may not 


now be preſumptuous to differ from him 1 in 
opinion, becauſe time, the beſt expounder of 


prophecy, may have withdrawn a veil, and 
diſcloſed ſome things which lay i in his time 
=. the womb of futurity. Upon this ground 1 


it is, 1 venture to proceed, though 1n the 


7 very « outlet it will be neceſſary 1 in order to 


. eſtabliſh | 
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John ſpeaks 1 in that chapter of t 
beaſts, appears to me to be ſo plain, that if 
the above writers had not underſtood * 
otherwiſe, I ſhould not have thought it ne- 
ceſſary to bring any proofs in ſupport of it. 
Firſt then J muſt refer my reader to the plain 
common meaning and uſual acceptation of 
the words of St. John, who deſcribes two 
beaſts very particularly, as well as very 
= differently ; ; one beaſt ariſes fr om the ſea; the 
bother from the earth; one had ten horns ; 
and the other but two. 
more clearly by a familiar example ; ſuppoſe 
the keeper « of a foreſt was to tell. the hunter, 
” that as he was walking! his rounds at the cloſe 
of the evening, when the beaſts of the foreſt 
begin to move, he ſaw a ſpotted deer come 
out from a tall wood and 1 into che valley = 


: 5 OP F 
o a EU RI Cor 


(43 
eſtabliſh: my ſyſtem, to reject what Mr. Mede, 


and all other writers * On the ſub ject have laid 


down as a rule, which is, that St. John 
ſpeaks of but one beaſt, for they underſtand 


the whole of the 13th chapter of Revelations 


to allude to the papal power; but that St. 
vo diſtin 


To clucidate this 


V 


* * Jorin Pyle, Newon, &e, 


5 


to his paſture; that the ſpreading palms of 


his horns and the length of his brow- antlers, 


denoted him to be maſter of the herd: that 


ſome time aſter he ſaw another deer deſcend 


from a thicket on the oppoſite bank into the 
ſame valley; the beams of his horns were 


ſmall, and his brow- antlers of no great 


length; that after ſurveying them ſome time 
he advanced towards them, and they retired 
together to the thicket : could the hunter 


poſſibly underſtand from this deſcription that 
the keeper had ſeen but one deer? The an- 


ſwer is obvious; yet the keeper's account is 
not more clearly deſcriptive of two deer than 
the words of St. John are of two beaſts. Again. 8 
The ten horns upon the beaſt in a manner 
belong to him, and are his defence and ſup- 
port; they receive power as kings one hour* 
Vuuoith the beaſt, and give their power an! 
; Airength unto. the beaſt ; whereas the other 
beaſt is to riſe after them, which clearly 
proves him not to be the ſame beaſt which 
Vaas to riſe before them, or with them; and 
. he 1s to be __ the ſtage at the 
| T lame 5 
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ſame t time with the firſt beaſt, for he is to do 
miracles in the fi ght of the beaſt; add to 


this, that the firſt beaſt is to continue in 


power 1260 years, or 42 months; and the 


7 


© ſecond beaſt, which is the ſame as the little 
horn in Daniel, and which 1s there ſaid to 
come up among the ten kings, is to continue 
until a time, and times, and dividing of time 
by which I underſtand he is to continue 
until the expiration of the 1260 years, f but 
when he is to ariſe, or how long a time he 
is to be in power, this paſlage 1 1s filent. Eg 


it 0} in this place be neceſſary to pre- | 


mile, that the 42 months, and a time and 
times, and dividing of time, or half a time, 


mean the ſame ſpace of time as the 1260 
years, beginning and ending at the ſame 
Periods, lo that during the 1260 years, while 


7 * Tonga, 
+ I Aeta theſe years to bs fuck years as we com- 


pute by, to whom the prophecy i is addreſſed. 
The prophecies of our Saviour's coming might be com- 


'Y puted by prophetic years, becauſe they v were ſuch : as the Jews 


3 1 We, 


„ 


the papal power continues to bear ſway, the 
Holy City is to be trodden down, the wit- 
neſſes are to propheſy in ſackcloth, and the 


woman, or true church of Chriſt, is to remain 
a in the wilderneſs. Thus much ſeems to be 
agreed on by all writers on this ſubject, but 


they do not agree with regard to the time of 


the riſe of the firſt beaſt, or papal power, 


8 which, however, if we attend to what the 


angel ſays, ſeems not very difficult to aſcer- 


tain by the common rules by which mankind 
ulually compute the reigns of other kings, 
that i is, by reckoning the riſe of one from the : 


Z death or demiſe of another his predeceſſor. 


The angel ſays, there are ſeven kings; five 
are fallen; one is and the other 1 is not yet 
come, and when he cometh he muſt conti- 
nue a ſhort ſpace; and the beaſt that was and 


is not, even he 1s the eighth, and is of the 
ſeven;* by which 1 underſtand, Ave formsof 


government in Rome had fallen, t that the 


ſixth form then in being was the Imperial; 


chat che ſeventh was to be chat of the Gothic 9 


- Jaga 


Rer. chap, xvii. ver. 10. TY 
+ Mede, Pyle, Newton, &c. 


* 


Car 


424 3 


A 
* 
2 4 
WR 5 
\, 8 
3 
Zh - 
eld 
bs 4 
LY 
£40 
44S 
1-5 58 
A 
* 
7 
3 


6 


kings“ which continued but a ſhort ſpace, viz, 


about 70 years, and chat the eighth head, or 


Papal 


* It appears clearly that the Goths were the ſeventh head 
of Rome, and that ſince their expulſion there has been no 
head in Rome but the Papal power; the unſettled ſtate of 


that city, ſometimes in the hands of one general and ſome- 


times in thoſe of another, gave opportunity to the Pope, 


which he took advantage of, to work his way into power and 


to introduce his ſuperſtitious rites and lying wonders to de- 
ceive the people, which that age of darkneſs and ignorance 


was moſt favourable to. He has now continued 1258 years 
and a half from the expulſion of the Goths, and of courſe 
has but one year and a half more to complete the 42 months. 
The man clothed in linen in the laſt chapter of Daniel, 
ver. 7. ſwears by him that liveth for ever and ever, that it 
ſhall be for time, times and a half, and when he ſhall have 
accompliſhed to ſcatter the power of the wry: poop. all : 
_ theſe things ſhall be finiſhed, 8 


It ſeems by theſe words, and Daniel, chapter xii. verſe 1. ; 


0 the laſt verſe of the pr eceding chapter, that at the expira 
ti tion of the time, times and a half, the Turkiſh e empire is to : 
be likewiſe deſtroyed, and the Jews to be delivered; but 1 : 
_ underſtand from the Revelation, that after the time, times and : 
a half ſhall be expired, ſome ſhort time is to elapſe before 
is final deſtruction; for the third woe is to come after- 
wards, and the ſixth vial to be poured out upon the river 
_ Euphrates, which may naturally be ſuppoſed to take ſome 
: time, though it is to come quickly. . If the Hebrew word 
TH Which = 


E 


1 Papal power was to ſucceed them, and which 


of courle muſt take the date of its riſe into 


pover from the time the Goths were driven 


out of Italy, which happened according to 
hiſtory | in the year 536.* The Goths had 
put an end to the Roman power, and in ſo 


doing had given the deadly wound by the 
ſword to the beaſt; who notwithſtanding 


lived and flouriſhed again by the revival of 
the ſame idolatrous and perſecuting ſpirit in 
the TO power, which may be ſaid there- 
fore 


which i is 1 00 in our - trandalcn 2 be finiſhed, will bear 
the interpretation of —ſhall be about to be finiſhed, or ſhall be 
5 finiſhing, it will make the whole clear. Then at the expira- 
tion of the time, times and a half, the Papal power wil! 
be deſtroyed, and the witneſſes received up into heaven, and 


the woman will come forth from the place of ſafety. The 


Jews may begin to liſten to the truths of Chriſt's goſpel, and 
the ſecond woe will be paſſed. The third will then imme- ; 
diately commence, and the fixth vial be poured out on the ; 5 
river Euphrates, The Jews may be delivered, and the 
T Futte empire deſtroyed. Or this may all happen i in ſo ſhort 
A ſpace of time, that it 15 not improperly be ſaid to be done 

At that time, chap. xil. ver. 1. Theſe are conjectures thrown 


3 


e out for the conſideration of the learned, and to promote a 


: further enquiry 5 and are not given. as decided opinions. 


* | Echard's Rom, Hiſt, 
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fore to be one of. the ſeven : we are told in- 


deed that many of the ancient forms of the 


Roman government are kept up till this 
day, and that ſome of the image worſhip 
now in uſe differs but little from that of the 


heathens, * and chat the very ſame ſtatue which 


Was formerly worſhipped as the goddeſs 28 
Venus, is now gn as the TOE Mary. 


St. Paul ſays, in his een epiſtle to the 


Theſſalonians, chap. 2. The myſtery of 
iniquity already worketh, only he who let- 
teth will let until he be taken out of the 
wa, and then ſhall that wicked be revealed, ; 
e. Tt ts generally underſtood that by he 
who letteth, is meant the Imperial power of 
8 Rome ＋ and accordingly we ſee in the very 
next year after the expulſion of the Goths, 
Vigilius buying the Papal Chair of the Ro- 
man General Beliſarius; depoſing Pope Syl- 
verius and ſtarving him to death, and eſpoul- : 
ing the doctrine of Eutyches; which doctrine 
St. John ſeems to have had in view in his 

ſecond epiſtle, when he ſays, © Many de- 
ceivers are e entered into the world who con- 


TT 4 Te ſeſs 
® Brydone, — . Echard, | 


e 
feſs not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh. 
This is a deceiver and an antichriſt.” 


The year ar 596 then, if Echard the Hiſto- 
rian is to be depended upon, ſeems to be 
the proper æra from which we ſhould date 
the commencement of the Papal power. 
But ſtill there is another doubt remaining, 
Viz. who thoſe ten kings ſhould be, into 

whoſe hearts God has put to fulfil his will, 
and to agree and give their kingdom unto 
the beaſt, until the words of God ſhould be 
fulfilled.“ Is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that theſe ten kings ſhould be the ſame who 


have till within little more than two years, 


all of them ſupported the Papal power, and 
are as follow: France, Spain, Portugal, the 
German Empire, Poland, Sardinia, Naples, . 
Tuſcany, Genoa, Venice, juſt ten; and 1 
think there is no other Roman Catholic ſtate 
IT in Europe of any conſequence Pt. And when 


: * Mer, chap. xvii, ver. 17. 


0 t Except Parma which I underſtand to be a ef, or un- 
5 ter the protection of Spain or | Auſtria, like thoſe other x petty : 
- ſlates of Lal. 1 1 ares | 


ey 1 
e 


{3 


' we ſee two of theſe powers falling off and 
deſerting their old friend, and their own an- 
_ cient form of government pluckt up by the 
roots, and the very things coming daily to 
paſs which have been foretold by Daniel and 
St. John, may we not with reaſon begin to 
ſuſpect that the will of God is fulfilled, or 
Fulfllingꝰ and that Antichriſt is at this hour 
exerciſing his power, and uſing theſe tro 
horns, viz. France and Poland,F to pluck up 
a third, Dan. chap. vii. ver. 24. and for the 
geſtruction of mankind; for though they 
outwardly profeſs the 1 innocency of the lamb, 
carrying before them the ſpecious appear- 
ance of Liberty and Equality, yet inwardly 
they are ravening wolves. And I am the 
- more confirmed in that CR from this 


Par- 


Mp The word nexcoÞr will I believe bear this conſtruction, ” 
being of an indefinite tenſe, If St. John had not ſo meant 
it, why did he not write 1 in the future W tenſe. 


5 1 The contradiftorys DENG about Poland leave i it in - le 5 


0 whether ſhe has deſerted the Pope or not, as well as whe- 
ther the principles of Antichriſt, commonly called Jacobin I 
: principles, prevail there or not; but France, which is the 
eldeſt ſon of the Pope, and the great toe of Nebuchadnez- 7 
: Zar's image, is alone quite lulhcient for my argument. Cv, 


Yu) 


. particular circumſtance, © that this Anti- 


chriſtian power has ariſen exactly at the time 
it ſhould have been expected, according to 


the prophecy of St. John, ſuppoſing the papal 
power took its riſe at the epoch above rated: ; for 


if the Papal power aroſe in 536, and was 


to continue only 1260 years, it muſt end of 
courſe in 1796, at which time the two wit- 
neſſes are to riſe again, and ſtand upon their : 
Feel, and be taken up into heaven.“ But if 
the two witneſſes are to riſe again in 1796, 
alter their dead bodies ſhall have lain three 


years and a half in the ſtreets of the great 


city; they muſt of courſe be ſlain three years 
: and a half before the time they : are to ariſe 
N the year 1796, that 1 is in the year 1792 or 5 
93, for there is not now time in the year 
1794 for any other power to ariſe and ſlay 5 
the vitneſſes three years and a half before 


the term of 1260 years will be expired; 


| therefore 1 it follows that Antichriſt muſt be at 
- this time in the world, or cannot come at all, 


5 * | Min poſtbly that they Gal be held. in o bigher 


eſteem by all men. x 
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1063 
at leaſt not ſo as to fulfil what 1 is foretold of 
him. 


The next object of enquiry is, ho i it is, 


chat is to ſlay the witneſſes? He is called 7 
nee 70 ae the Beaſt that aſcendeth, not. 
the beaſt that aſcended 12564 years ago, but 
the beaſt that aſcendeth at the time the wit- 
neſſes ſhall be finiſhing + their teſtimony. That 
the power“ which rules in France takes its date 
from the 10th of Auguſt 1792, every one 


knows ; that ſoon aſter its aſcenſion it made 


war upon the Old and New Teſtament, by 
declaring all revealed religion to be an im- 
poſture, and death an eternal leep, is like- 
wiſe known, and it is clear that three years 

and a half from that time will bring down _ 
the date to 1796, in which year the above- 
0 mentioned term a of 1260 years will xp 


* He could not | properly be called To bypicv, To. nos, 


the beaſt aſcending, unleſs his aſcenſion was to be on . 
about the time of his killing the witneſſes, 


Is ber re dec. 


+ Iti is th that the 8 people in | their c con- 


—_— declared themſelves at firſt | to be of the Roman Ca- . 
tholic religion. : 


eve . 4 Pe £2127 77 = 2 7 . . 
n atme ale, 2 
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<q Gr zo Wt remains now to be ſkewn how far the = 
4/ PWT Old and New Teſtament correſpond with the 1 


Wy 2 py . deſeription given by St. John of the two wit⸗ 

914/444 -- nefles, as well as how far the power now rul- 
- ing in France anſwers the deſcription given 
by St. John of the ſecond beaſt, as well as by 


Daniel under the name of the Little Horny ,, 
And rſt v we will enquire concerning the with 


: neſſes. 


Rev. chap. xi. ver. 
3. I will give power 


he. Lali. 


Pc LC propheſy. a thouſand 
uh 7**-4cſcore days, cloathed in 
| Fe 1 
PW FE lege, 2 
ek : Thee an are fog 


£44 ig 


2 3 —— 
4 22 ee , the two candleſticxs, 


Iwo olive trees, and 


ce, ac God of the earth. 


unto my two_witnel-. 


dee nl les, and they ſhall acknowledge the ſupremacy, &c. of 
the Papal power, are not permitted 


1 2 two hundred and three to read them: and that they may be 


A ere, m ſtanding before the : 


7 ji 2 ; 7 2 
75 7 my Are 2504 Ze, 15 


* 


9 


7 85 
LY 


\ 
\ 
1 
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3. They may truly be ſaid to 5 8 
pheſy, cloathed in ſackcloth, becauſe Ne 
the people of thoſe countries, which N 
N 
X 


2 

k 
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ö 
called the witneſſes of God, fee 4 


. Matthew and ee N 
, . e. 9 
»” Two olive trees holding forth 


peace, and two candleſlicks giving 
light to the world by the revelation 
of tie goſpel of Je eſus Chriſt. 


* 8 n 8 T 
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be 1 


7 | 5, And if any man 


will hurt them, fire 
Ale 


mouth and devoureth 


any man will hurt 


manner be killed. 


it rain not in the days 


have power over wa- 


2 


e, me, 


f blood, and to ſmite 
the garth with 
. plagues as often as 


- 


5 my will. 


that alcendeih out. af 


| "ns "bonowlehe 


proceedeth out of their 
their enemies; and if 


them, he muſt in this 


6. Theſe have pow- 
er to ſhut heaven that 
cauſe and puniſh man for his infi- 
of their prophecy, and delity and diſobedience to his laws 
ters to turn them to 
and will bring bis judgments upon 
all 


der foot, and theſe ſcourges follow- 
ing cloſe upon the heels of the agereſ- 73 


| lors. 


7 And when they 
1 (hall be finiſhing their | 
teſtimony, the beaſt 
driven out, and no power remained 
as a check upon it, but he who had / 
before let was taken away; which 417: 


pit 
| Mill make war upon 
| them, „and overcome 
them, and kill Ben. 
54 8. And 


4 2 . , . e. 1 , „ cee — . 5 re bn 775004 
e, aue, e eee Ae, 722 2 
LEED PISS TE AAAS 
ere wu, 45 2 fant} gt. ee, . 


to the courſe of ſucceſſion pointed out 


MACE. 
WA rr ee 


5. Puniſhment Aft is Te wen 


denounced in the ſcriptures againſt 


blaſphemers and diſbelievers. 


SHE PP e u, 71 
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12 


6. They are ſaid to have this 
power becauſe God will avenge their d 


written in them. He will with-hold : 
the good things of this life from hin: 


— 


Aa, 2 3 LY ata. 5 


the earth, the ſword, the peſtilence, 
and the famine; accordingly we now 


* 
ſee theſe two witneſſes trampled al © a 


e 
_— 


4 


. 
Af 


. 
FA 
LA 


G44, 


1 


7. If it be granted that the Pape 


power began to reign in Rome, in 


the year 530, when the Goths were bc 


2 


PA, 


155 6 
it ſeems clear that it did, een 77 2 ue. 


7 by 


eee, Ae 47 . 


o 


8. And their dead 8. Their dead bodies lie at this, | 
_ bodies ſhall lie in the hour deſpiſed and rejected in the 
ſtreets of the great ſtreets of Paris, where ee 
city, which is ſpiri- millions of fouls have publicly, i in 


3 

by the angel“, and according to the 
Roman hiſtorian, then it muſt end 
its reign in 1796, and of courſe it 
follows that the latter part of the year 
1792 muſt be a proper time for the 
ſecond beaſt to aſcend, who was to 
make war upon and ſlay the wit- 
neſſes, becauſe it is three years and a 


half before the expiration of the term 4 
of 1260 years; and the bodies of the N 1 
witneſſes are to lie dead three years : 4 
and a half before they riſe again, 
which is to happen at the end of the 5 
abovementioned 1260 years. Now be 
it appears that a power has ariſen in 
France, which takes the date of its - 
riſe from the 10th of Auguſt 1792, 
and which very ſoon after its riſe 
made war upon the Old and New 
Teſtament, and aboliſhed Chriſ- 
| tianity : whereas no other power has | 
ever yet riſen before this that bore | 
any reſemblance to the words of the 


5 rophecy. mu 
| 22 e 


tally % moo To their 


© Revelations, chap. xvii. 


N 
1 tually called Sodom their Convention, crucified our Lord 
3 and Egypt, where alſo afreſh, by declaring all revealed reli- 
” our Lord was cruci- gion to be an impoſture. That Pa- 
fied, © 


ris is more likely to be meant by 
Sodom and Egypt, than Rome, ap- 
8 pears from Rome being called in this 
4 | book by another name, viz. Babylon; 
1 and ſhe has a more ſignal puniſhment 
B TO aſſigned to her, even that of total and 
o I FCC deſtruction; whereas the pu- 
> V niſhment denounced againſt this city 
1 goes only to the deſtruction of a tenth. 
. part of it. ; In a larger ſenſe perhaps 
85 PL Sodom and Egypt may mean France 
by and Flanders. 5 


9. And they of the 9. They are frequently nfulking 
| rage, and kindreds, their memory by the moſt horrid 


and tongues, and na- blaſphemies. Lately an order was 5 
| tions, ſhall ſee_thejr made that the public ſhould not pay 
dead bodigs three days for any mode of worſhip, and we are. 
and a half, and ſhall told that two children have been 
not ſuffer their their dead baptized in the name of the F ather 
bodies to be put 1: in and the nation, to ſhew their %a“ 
. tempt of Chriſt, who has ordered 
72 » P24 SH, his: apoſtles to baptize in the name 
24 2 2 LE ,. Ao the F ather, and the Son, and the 
e, , > Holy bot. 
1 ache. — 1 „ 
Fc. 10. And . 10. Their 


10. And they that 


dwell on the earth 


ſhall rejoice over 


them, and make mer- 
ry, and ſhall ſend 
gifts one to another, 


becauſe theſe tw pro- 
JL ,, phetstormentediþ 
22 HZ bs _ phe mented them 


* © that dwelt upon the 


earth, 


days anda half the ſpi pi- 


- 


72 


eee, a great voice ſaying 


277 unto them, come up 


( 18 0 
of temples to her, celebrated with 


ſtances of this, and they rejoice to 


upon the conſcience. 0 


T4: 0 after three 


A car, 7 . rit ol Tie from God 
, 2 2. , entered into them, and 
SZ 2 1 they ſtood upon their 


e d great fear 
. 2 2 ect, and g | 
AD AP = upon them which : 


have been held of late years, and of N 


hither ; 10 


10. Their public feſtivals | in ho- 
nour of Reaſon, and their dedication \ 


ſongs to their idol Liberty, are in- 


think they have got rid of every reli- \ 


gious reſtraint upon their actions, and * 


would fain ſhake off every ſhackle 


1 


1 


4 


F 


11, 12. If the foregoing cler N 2 
G 


tures are well tounded, we may ex- F 


pect to ſee, after three years and a 
halt from the time theſe welk 


were ſlain, the ſcriptures again held dy 
in eſteem and veneration amongſt. 2 
men in a higher degree than they 


ceuurſe the church of Chriſt ® in her | 


& Vole At 12, And POOR 


full glory: and as the holy city is 
then no longer to be trodden down, * 


it is not improbable but at that time 1 


I 


5 0 After the deſtruction of Babylon the Shack of Chriſt i is "2 
5 be reſtored to her purity, and to be glorified, as appears from 
Price ſeveral paſſages, particularly from the following: that whereas 


i . — mei is throughout the ſcriptures repreſented as a bride ; ſo in the TY 


| 5 xixth chapter of Revelations, verſe 7, it is ſaid, the marriage of Ee 
the Leah is FONG and his wife bath made herſelf ready. | 


y horn Ah HCC 


( 19 ) . 
hither; and they aſ- the Jews may be reſtored to God's 
cended up to Hea- favour; but it is for us to wait with 
ven in a cloud, and awful reverence the further comple- 
their enemies beheld tion of his will, be it what it may: 
them. See e Ai mean While it will become us to 


gere 


humble ourſelves before him, and to 
bleſs and praiſe and glorify his name 
, AF ern for his great mercy which heahath 
Moree uur. hitherto vouchſafed to ſhew to thefe 
/ | kingdoms ; and entreat him to ſet 
| bounds to the fury of the beaſt, as he 
has done to the raging of the ſea, 
which he ſhall not paſs, and not to 
ſuffer this fifth vial of his wrath to 
extend for our impiety beyond the 
| limit he has appointed * for itt. And 
notwithſtanding it may be a ſerious 
—  anddifficult queſtion + to what corner 
So ER ET gs 2 


+; Revelations 1 n | 
+ Mr. Fleming fixes upon the year 1794 for the pouring out 
of the fifth vial, which is to be poured upon the ſeat of the beaſt. 


Hie does not indeed appear to me to give any ſatis factory reaſons 
for his opinion, but the event has juſtified the conjecture, for we 


5 — it at this time coming to paſs 1 in a very remarkable manner. 


4 The law of England, both civil and religious, is conſtituted 


as near the law of God, declared in the, goſpels, as human wil O 


4 dom could poſſibly frame it; but with reſp ect to the Liturgy and . 
Common Prayer of the Church of England, comparing it with 


_ other writings of thoſe times, and conſidering it as the produce _ 


. ala an nee! ae, [ think I ſhould be Juſtified ; in laying ; 


„„ 


1 e,. r e. 72, "44 . An APC. rr — 
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of the earth the woman or true A 
ee. 2 fen, 7 e, & EO of Chriſt has retired, (neglected as 
PIX ore 437 Cr. TO ACA the worſhip of God has been of late) 


a OE RS 
5 F LJ Acro? Ve as well as what race of men, under 
5 5 ee, Jares We denomination of the ſaints, are 
- | 1 
F< wy 4 ofa e. E, Ns to poſſeſs the kingdom, yet ſurely we 


Lacy Borne zus, , 2 A. = ESA may venture to hope there are ſome 
222 WA "Lats MEE righteous individuals left among us 
2 — E . | 


to ſave the city from deſtruQtion 3 we 


ny . eee, , erde, ay hope that ſome few Chriſtian 
2 virtues {till ſhine forth among us as 


„„ a nation, wicked and diſobedient as 

2 7 7 Y ge | we are; and that relying on the mercy 5 
ee, ä 7. 7 ee, WY m_— of God, it may not be preſumption __ 
eve We ft £< 27 Lg CL: NY in thoſe nations, wherever they may | 

-— be found, to lift up their heads to the 
5 pleaſing hope of their redemption, 
Pao CE- eee 2 He EARS. whoſe policy it has invariably been 


eee, 0 2 . SE ,. 2 2 to do juſtice, and whoſe religion has 
2 2 
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7 taught them to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with their God; which 

2 CO. have never bowed the knee to Baal, 
| nor worſhipped the beaſt, nor his 


2 PEE 8 . 2— 
PZ SoHo | 2 


Lea ; image, nor received his mark, nor 


his name, nor the number of his 
name, nor acknowledged any other 
10wer by which mankind can be 
fſaved, except the name of our Lord | 
a eee, d, , No " Jeſus 0 - 
more ol 111 1 mean tat th os of it had the divine aſſit- 0 


Ca 
Ke, ee, ee. 
5 Ze 4 — 
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N „ Chriſt, 


2 BI 


Jeſus Chriſt; for in his name, and 


his only, muſt be our truſt; not in 


any ſuppoſed merits of our own ; but 
ſays the apoſtle, if our hearts con- 
demn us not, then have we confi- 
dence towards God. Then may we 
look up with a pleaſing hope to the 
coming of Chriſt's kingdom, for 


which he hath commanded us to 
pray, and which he hath promiſed, 
by his prophet Daniel, ſhall come in . 
the days of thoſe ten kings which are 


the toes of the image, and which he 
will break in pieces and conſume; 


foraſmuch as the fone * cut out of 
the mountain without hands, ſmote 


the image upon the feet which were 


of iron aud clay, and broke them to 
pieces k. Tbis kingdom he hath 


promiſed ſhall. coutinue for ever; 
and by the t: wentieth chapter of Reve- 


lations it appears that he will reign 


himſelf on earth + with thoſe that 


have T 


BS Daniel, li. 34 and 44. 


N 


bose to ſuppoſe it muſt Bs. on earth, "vecaule. the ſecond woe 


t If the kingdom - Chriſt is to come at this time, it is rea- 


will 95 


322 * — des — 5 


cis 7145 . — AS << +". 8 


ee e Hebe . 


(-- 98) 


him and the word of God, and * as 


many as have not worſhipped the 


| beaſt, neither his image, neither re- 


ceived his mark upon their fore- 
heads, nor in their hands, ſhall live 
and reign with Chriſt a thouſand 
years; theſe are the terms, and theſe 
only; upon which we can hope to 
become partakers of Chriſt's king- 
dom; and let thoſe filthy dreamers, : 
if ſuch there are in theſe kingdoms, 


who deſpiſe dominion and ſpear evil 


of dignities, who have forgot that 
they are bound to obey the ordinances 
ok man, not only for wrath but con- 
ſcience ſake, let them, I ſay, read 
| the ninth and tenth verſes of the 
8 fourtecnth chapter of Revelations, 
and learn to be wile | in time, and 


tremble. 


Will only be paſſed a after the expiration of the FOOT years, Reve- | 
lations xi. 14, and there is ſtill another woe to come; for after 7 
the thouſan years are expired, Satan is to go forth again, to de- 5 

ceive the nations, and to perſuade. them again to make war with z 


; Chriſt and his army. 
* eue, rendered which 4 improperly | 


7 St. Jude, . 


have been beheaded for a witneſs of 
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. ing great things. 


I am next to proceed to enquire how far 
the power which now rules in France an— 
ſwers the deſcription given of the ſecond 


bead. The firſt mention I find of him isin 


Daniel, chap. vi. 
ver. 8. I conſider- 
ed the ten horns of 


the beaſt, and be- 


hold there came up 


among 


> firſt horns plucked up 


by the roots, and be- 


1 
the eyes of a man, 
; and a mouth ſpeak- ; 


24. Theten horns 


are ten kings that ſhall 
ariſe, and anotherſhall 


CI "They hall be given into his hand until time, and times, A | 


them an- 

other little horn, be- 
fore whom there 
5 were three of the 


( 23 ) 


Verſes 8 and 24. 
ſhewn at what time *the Papal pow- 
er, or firſt beaſt, may reaſonably be 


| ſuppoſed to have taken his riſe, and 
that the ten kings have given their 
power to him till the year 1792, | 


when the ſecond beaſt aroſe from 
among them. 


land is a priſoner in his own city. 
1 15 Query. May not the eyes of a man : 
allude to the Telegraph 


riſe after them, and he 
| ſhall be diverſe from 


| dividing of time, Daniel, chap. vii. ver. 253 and in ver. 22 it 18 5 
ds until the t time came that the faints Fee the kingdom. 


It has been 


He roſe of courſe 
alter them, and that he is diverſe 
from them 18 evident, and that he 
is in a way to ſubdue three kings. 
The king of France 1 is plucked up 
by the roots, and the king of Po- 


25. That 


——— 


the firſt, and he ſhall 
ſubdue three — 


25. And he ſhall 


| ſpeak great words 4. 


gainſt the Moſt High, 


and ſhall wear out the 
Moſt 
High, and think to 


ſaints of the 


change times and 


haand until a time and 
times and the divid- 


ing of time. 


pears from his own orders. 
offered a premium to the Horologiſt 
who can deviſe the beſt method of 


( 24 ) 


25. That this power ſpeaks great 


words againſt the Moſt High needs 
no comment; that 
the ſaints of the Moſt High, that is, 

thoſe who profeſs to believe in Jeſus 855 


that he is wearing out 


Chriſt, is clear; that he has over- 
turned all laws by which civil ſociety 
laws, and they ſhall 

be given into his 


has been governed for ages paſt, and ” . 
that he has altered the names of 
months and hours, and aboliſhed 


weeks, and ſubſtituted decades, ap- 


He has 


dividing time according to this new | 


2 ſyſtem. To what purpoſe can this 


uſeleſs alteration be made, except it 
be that the ſcripture may be fulfil- 
- led. 
I into his hand, it is not faid for 1260 


111 is lewis aid of the woman, Revelations, chap. 111. ver. 6 ; 


f that ſhe ſhall be fed in the wilderneſs 1260 days; and in N 
905 time, and times and a half, by which it appears that al! thoſe 


8 terms are (y nonimous, and that the ſaints are to Feen the Sn: . 


dom after the 1260 years are expired. 


* | Except to obliterate the Sabbath, 


years, 


This power is to be given 5 


up out of the earth 
and he had two horns hands, his words are ſharp as ſwords, = 
like a lamb, and he „„ 


11. And I beheld 


another beaſt coming 


| ſpake as a dragon. 


18 And he exer- 
Ciſeth all the power 
ol the firſt beaſt be- 


fore him, ew 


curs, and he cauſeth 


5 the earth, and them 


that dwell therein, to 


Whoſe deadly wound 
Cs Was healed. 


verſal dominion ; 4 


them a ſort of divine adoration; 


+%4 


years, but happily for mankind i 3 


until the completion of that term. 


A farther deſcription of this ſecond 


beaſt we find in the Revelation . 


John, _ 13. 


11. At firſt he profeſſed to reſtore 


to man his liberty and natural rights, 
> but having got the power into his 


12. He graſps at che ſame uni- 
he threatens to 
overturn all the monarchies of Eu- 
rope; and this is done in the ſight 


of the Papal power, or firſt beaſt, or : . 
before him. He ſets up buſts of 
Brutus and other Roman republi- 
wWorſhip the firſt beaſt, cans 


cans, in the conventionchall, paying 


he 


| forces the people to adopt the repub- 
lican form of government, an imita- 
tion of the ancient Roman republic; : 


an imitation, it muſt be confeſſed, 


_ | bordering upon burleſque; but ſuch + 
=... we may well ſuppoſe. u tao be, : 


* 5 And 


when we conſider from whence | It: 


| ſprings, 5 


1 And he do 
great wonders, ſo that 
. he maketh fire come 
down from heaven on 


the earth in the __— 


of men. 


the greatneſs of his exploits, or per- 


to run, we may fill ſee this more 


0 ” 4 


ſprings, and when we fee men de- 


vold of every principle of rel gion 


to God, as well as honour, huma- 


nity, and common hon eſty to man, 
affecting the virtues of the ancient 
Romans. 


of him as of the Roman power, or 
firſt beaſt, © Who is like unto the 
« beaſt ? Who is able to make war 
8 with him?” The expreſſion _— 
making fire come down from heaven 
may be meant figuratively to denote 


| haps, as his glaſs has yet ſome time 


lerally fulfilled. 


| $ Ad hs Fg : 
| ceiveth them that. 
duell on the earth by 


means of thoſe mi- 


racles which he had 
power to do in the i 


ſight of the beaſt, 


ſaying to them that 
dwell on the earth, | 


that they ſhould make 


3 are by ſome means or other 
miſerably deceived to their own ruin; 
and whereas they have been of all 
people upon earth moſt remarkably 
attached to monarchy, they have now 
been compelled to alter their form | 
of government, and to ſet up a new ; 
one, which | is an image, i. e. a mo- 
del, or ſemblance, of the ancient . 
| | Roman - 


13. He hath certainly done great 
wonders, and it may juſtly be ſaid 


The Ae 4 France, no 


2 


Ae 


— > ee 1 e nne . * 
F.. ̃ ͤ ...... 


3 A 27 ) 


an image tothebeaſt® Romar, government. Many exam. 
which had the wound ples of this have fallen within our 


by the word, and did knowledge, and many more, I doubt 
1 not, are ſcen among them in trifling 
maatters, which may belt ſerve, per- 
haps, to mark the reſemblance. See 

the accounts given of their debates 

on the Agrarian law; their dedica- 

tions of temples to new gods and 


goddeſſes; the honors of their pan- . 


theon; their inſtitution of teltivals, 
in imitation of the Rowan Feria. 
They even call places after the an- 

_ cient Roman names, as B-igium and 
Albion, &c. They began with a 
Republic; they have had a Dictator 3 
and another year may, perhaps, 22 
them a an n Emperor. = 


15. And he had 15. "He he put an active ſpirit 


power to give life un- into the republic, ſo that it carries 
| to the image of the the rage of war throughout Europe, 


: beaſt, Fm ns 


* It may be objetted, perhaps, that the French | republic dif- ; 


3 fers from the Roman. But 18 it neceſſary. that to be an image, it 
| ſhould be an exact model? A likeneſs ſurely is enough, and-c 
I think any one who reads the Roman hiſtory cannot but ſee 
0 that likeneſs to be very plain in the general outline. I have be- 
= fore mentioned ſome particulars which occurred to my recollec- | h 
tion, for I have not been able to e any yournal. of the Pro. | 
= ceedings of the Convention, e N 


beat, that the image 
of the beaſt ſhould 


both ſpeak and cauſe 


that as many as would 
not worſhip the image 


of the beaſt ſhould be : 
1 purpoſe here to take notice, that they 
dreſſed up a ſtrumpet, and brought 


killed. 


1 


and by the terror it inſpires, obliges | 


all within i its reach to obey and wor- 


ſhip it; and whoever is bold enough 
to refuſe, or even open his mouth 
againſt it, is ſure to ſuffer by the 
guillotine. It may not be from the 


TT her into the convention-hall as the 


goddeſs of Liberty, or the guardian 


= power of their new ſtare, 


16. And hecauſeth 
all, both ſmall and : 
great, rich and poor, 


free and bond, to re- 


by all, without diſtinction; : even ne- _ 
groes are preſented with it, and are 
ſaluted with the kiſs of fraternity. 


ceive a mark in their 


right hand, or in their | 


foreheads. 


17. And that no 
man might buy or : 
ſell, fave he had the 


17. The civic card, the aſſignat, 
and certificate of civiſm, ſeem here 


to be pointed a at. 


8 mark of the beaſt, or ; Ne, 
his name, or the num- | 


ber of his name. 


; 18. Here is wiſ⸗ 


0 Let him that 


bath underſtanding 


5 count N 


1 18. 14 there are two diſtin beaſts 5 

5 meant to be foretold, which ſeems to 
be cleatly the caſe, then all former 
N explanations - 


4 
/ 


| 16. The PO Oe 840 is worn | 


. 


| 3 X 


( 29 ) 
count the number of explanations of this paſſage are nuga- 
the beaſt, for it is the _ tory, as all expoſitors have referred 
number of a man, it to the wrong beaſt. To ſay no- 
= his number 1 is thing of the impropriety of going 
back to the Hebrew word Romiith, 
eee, 2 7 or the inſufficiency of the word La- 
PALGP: £141 71247 2  teinos. It ſeems moſt reaſonable to 
125 eee, conclude that its explanation is to be 5 


5. . PY4 F701 © made out by ſuch words, or figures, 
, 7 . rue as ſhall be in uſe at the time of the : 


beaſt's appearance in the world. 


i ES But it is difficult to find any analogy 
FEA = Ae, 2 repre between names and numbers, though 


1 : LES. 45 5 I underſtand it was not Uncommon, | 


| 5 the Romans, to affix num- 
, 22 2 deen, a 


bers to names, but by what rule 


BD am at a loſs to aſcertain ; therefore 
I cannot pretend to give any ſatiſ. 
factory expoſition of this difficult and 
4 very particular paſſage. If it could 
be made appear that the Duke of 
5 5 Orleans, who changed his namet o 9 
3 Equality, was any way connected 5 
with thoſe three figures, or that num- — 


* : ber, it might open a clue to an ex- 
planation. = 


Bl" 


3 
But though ſome part of this prophecy 
may be ſtill wrapt in opſcurity, yet ture we 
have ſeen enough to mark the power of 
1792 to be the very antichriſt, or ſecond 
beaſt, that ſhould come into the world; and 
if ſo, chen. it ſhould ſeem that the members 
of the Proteſtant church {hduld be the ſaints 
of God; and thou, fair Ifle, on whom the 


which the heart of man, can wiſh for or de- 
3 fire, thou, perhaps, may'lt be his peculiar 
care; in thee may he have choſen a place 
of ſafety for. the woman from the face of 


 _ throne with gratitude, in all humility and 


ſingleneſs of heart, and doubtleſs he will 
hear their prayer; let them know their 
God; they will do ex plots *, "the Almighty 


- WA. God of order, not of can; and 


it is pleaſing to him, no doubt, to ſee a 


divine bounty has poured every bleſſing | 0 


the ſerpent, an alylu n for the church W-: 
Chriſt. Call then on thy ſons, no longer : 


5 0 lukewarm in his ſervice, to approach his 


good king reigning in the hearts of his 5 


* Daniel xi. 32. 


N 


objets; . 5 


(94) 
ſubjects; obeying the ſtatutes of his God, 
and diſpenſing his bleflings on his people; 
adminiſtering the beſt laws that ever were 
deviſed by human ingenuity for the happi- 


neſs of man, and wiſely tempering juſtice 


with mercy. Nunguam libertas gratior ex- 


= tat quam ſub rege Pio. 


That he is aeg in a ruinous war is 
his misfortune, not his fault; neceſſity ob- 
liges him to contend for ſuperiority; he 
muſt ſubdue the power of France, or be a 


flave to it; there is no other alternative; 


he has the riches of the world | in his hand; 
he muſt protect them that they may pro- | 
tect him; he muſt hire troops to fight his 
4 battles abroad, leſt the war be brought 
home to his own coaſts; to ſubſidize at al- 7 
moſt any price, in his preſent ſituation, is 
the part of common prudence; yet I muſt 
_ confeſs I am afraid of ſome of his connec- 5 


tions, te eft We are partakers of their fin, and | 


- receive of th their Plague. b An alliance with 
any 


Keveclations, chap, xuili. ver. 4. 


632) 
any of thoſe ten kings, thoſe ten toes of iron 
and clay of the image, which are to be 
broken in pieces and conſumed, muſt be 
to rely on a broken reed. I could rather 
wilh to ſee our own fleets and armies con- 


cCentrated between us and the enemy; 


enemy that is like the overflowing of x. 
waters; ſtop them in one place, they break 
over in another: 'tis beyond the art of man 
to dam in an ocean; all chat can be done 
is to find out 1ts propenſity, and humour 
its courſe. To find that propenſity has 
been the object of this enquiry. Italy and 
Rome * are the ultimate aim of his pur- 

1 ſuit, | 


1G The courſe of the argument 3 me into 


more deciſive expreſſions than I meant to uſe. I muſt re- 


mind my reader, that I write ſuppoſing my ſyſtem to be 


right, but that! It is wholly founded upon the proper date of © 


z the 1115 of the Papal power, which appears from the courſe 


55 of the Roman Hiſtory to have taken its date from the year 


e 5 586. I do not mean the riſe of the Popes as Biſhops of 1 
Rome, but the riſe of the great power and authority of the 5 


925 Popes, not only i in Rome, but over all Europe. Should it OS 


” be ſaid, that the epoch i is hid! in uncertainty when the Papal 


power aroſe, and o cannot at this diſtance of time de aſcer- 
= 8 | fained, | 


| N 
ſuit, nor is it for us to attempt to ſtop his 
courſe, leſt haply we are found to ſtrive 


againſt God. 


| b e to anfiver. that after the Imperial power 
ceaſed in Rome, and the Goths had been driven out, no- 
thing ſtood in the way to hinder the Papal power from 
riſing, and if the e power did not reign in Rome, Who 
did reign there? I do not mean, nor would it become me, 
poſitively to aſſert that the fact is ſo: but this antichriſtian | 
power of France, which perſecutes the Chriſtian name, and 
anſwers the deſcription given of it in Daniel and St. John, 
having riſen exactly at the time it ſhould be expected accord- 
ing to that date of the riſe of the Papal power, gives ſtrong | 
grounds for the preſumption that the Papal pow er did take ” 
N its date from that year, namely 530. Fr 


Mr. Gibbon has a very particular note on the epocha of me”. 


8 recovery of the Roman empire from the Barbarians, He fixes 
not only the year, but the day, viz. December Toth, 536. See 
7. pa If he is right, the term of the firſt beaſt's 
; power will not finally expire till December 10th, 1796. NE 
2 ſhall add no more leſt I ſhould weary the reader's pati- = 
ence; my ſentiments and my reaſons lie before him ; let 


vol. iv. page 176. 


him weigh them in his own mind; and though they may T 


be found too light i” convince his judgment, they may be 
of weigh® to awaken nis attention to the great truths of . 


oh —— 


l 


